MIKEALLEN

Thank Yyou for all that information Neville. As 1 will now demonstrate Mike was quite an enigma in
v Chelmsford Operatic Society which I represent today. We thought we knew him well but it seems in very
© little detail. I knew him, rekearsed with him, shared dressing rooms with him and served on the
Committee with him Jor about 35 years all together but know precious little about his non-operatic life.

Starting relatively late in his adult life, Mike was one of the most unlikely people to spend so many years
treading the boards and involved in Amateur Operatics. How on earth did it happen? Where did it all go
wrong??

ot exactly the life and soul of the party, even a bit grumpy on occasions, not an extrovert hail-fellow-
ell ~met type and certainly not a latent dancer, singer or actor. Why the stage?

Well I guess we can blame it on or be grateful for- his children.

In 1976 Lisa’s brother, Andrew joined CAODS to play one of the workhouse boys in ﬂkver at
ftelmford Civic Theatre.

The resulting enthusiasm for theatre persuaded both Andrew and Lisa to join the Ckﬁlmfwd Young
Geﬁemtmn Junior society for their 1977 show “Follow the Star”, :

Mike then made a terrible mistake — a mistake made by quite a few other parents of Yaﬁxg Gen children
~ maostly the male parents. He went to a rekearsal — probably got there early or most yrababbv the Director
ay fgﬂ'ery had run over time?? As if?? :

eemg someone who obviously had the complete p&ckage to join the cast of one of the adaft sfzmvs male
and able to walk unaided — Ray persuade him to join CAODS and immediately masnr&d &zm upasa
footman for My Fair Lady or it might have been The Merry Widow both of which were | i
__ season of shows. .

| ﬁé’nevér !oaked baek.‘ Siarrir:g as a rmxz-spetskingy non-singing ‘md most ‘i“’ﬁ"k‘@ not




His serious approach ~ some might say even rather grumpy approach — is the reason wf!y I f»“f Mﬁfj’ -
remember the one — in all those years — out of character comment he made w!:fm we were. d‘iye::ssing -
having a rather flashy and expensive black tie annual dinner dance at Lees Przpty - i‘wfzy dﬂn twe letthe
society subsidise the members ticket cost” he said — total silence — we almost aatamaiwzz{{p disagreed —

and realised that as usual he wasn’t joking — so we did subsidise it and it was very sueces:gfu{ o

Well Mike was an excellent Treasurer for 24 years and even in these recent difficult g;onoﬁtié}?mw fmﬁ
kept us financially healthy and sound. It’s interesting to note that when he took over as Trefxg{frfe::i / &as
during the last similar credit crunch — he certainly had pler;{v of experience! : ‘ ‘

As a mark of the society’s respect Mike was made a life member af last December’s AGM w!zgfj‘
health had persuaded him to relinguish his post as Treasurer and that visit to our Meteor Way
Headquarters turned out to be his last. e
Well Mike you’ve left us now but there’s no way you’ll be forgotten. You were affectionately desci
stubborn, argumentative infuriating BUT with a heart of gold. You’ve left behind a financially v
secure society and an excellent theatrical legacy. For many years daughter Lisa has been perft
our shows particularly as a dancer and is singing in our soon to be performed concert. And
Noah — by the way that was a brilliantly read poem Noah —who played Chip — off the old blo
Beauty and the Beast, will soon be starring in Miss Saigon at the Civic Theatre and has alre
professional debut in London’s Menier Chocolate Factory Theatre in “Merrily We Roll Alo
has now transferred with Noah still in the cast — due 10 its resounding success to the Harol,
Theatre in the West End. g L o

It is, of course an honour to be asked to write a tribute like|this to someone you have know,

but when I put pen to paper I was amazed and sad at how little I knew of Mike outsid

 saciety. 1 do know what a solid family man he was and how proud ¢ he w

_ and every aspect of family life. As Chairman and Treasurer he and
about various do with the society but they never became
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