
ARTS EXTRA

Dle and mry girt a
show in a nrillion

YOU could not have made a betterstart to-your theatre-going thii
il'trH"r:'.ttH,#3'+f g"ef-";:::
the Chebnsford Amate"" Opu""ti"
and Dramatic Society,s o.^tstaoa-ing presentation of 'Noel Cr*;"pantqnlime of a musical, Me ahd*Iy Girl.

"Even. a{ter 28 years with CAODS
that old maestro of a producer. Rav
Jeffery, is 

^capable of pioducin!'flest
lurpnses tor ihe eye and ear and
{arry Hester's performance as Bill
snlbso-n, r,he cockney who is oitch_torked into the aristocracy- hasmoment after :noment of "sheer
unadulterated brilliance.
_ 
It's also 'i;he funniest performance I

have_ ever seen :n anv CAODS ,trowt"d { fq,* my ^irst one 60 years ago rt
"Lhe old ttegent Theatre.'What^ 

rnakes i3arqy's performance so
gTeat. ts that I:hroughout iris love for
nrs gl.rl $-alh Slqith, strikingiv por-
Irayqd Soth vocallv and dramaticallvby .!)iana-.r?aker. shines iike an
runquenchable lleacrjn i,hrough ail the
rrachinations of i:he .r1a.1;o-.,1 f;;ii"to mpke lrim give her up .rnd l.ve
heard no lnore ;noving an acc()uui ,.ri.

Me and My Girl than theirs.
Of the noble Hartford family none is

more toffee-nosed and aristocratic
than Gill Plumtree as Maria, Duchess
of Dene,- with Kevin Abrey,'the epit-
gm-9 of the prewar silly asi as Cerata
Itolrlgbroke and Xanthe Johnstone asa shamelessly scheming Lady
cJacquetlne.
Peter Smith las _given no rretter per_

fbrmance iln ihe Civic stage 1:han'his
portrayal cf a knight won .lver by
Sally's eharms and patrick Tuckei,
besides.raining the chorus, nm ol*
rouno trme 1;o create a .,ery .unnv
1tu{V u: tire famil-v r,,llicitoi"
Parchester"

- The sets are stunning, the iralance
iretwe-en onchestra and'singers laeai
and the ensemble work ouistanding.
Me and l\{y Girl is a show rn e miilirfr.
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