“ THE GONDOLIERS* PLAYED|
AT CHELMSFORD.
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H“'ﬁnK‘mgdB&ntuia"). ¥Five evening

OPERATIO BOQOIETY'S . FINE
PERFORMANOE.

r

The Chelmsford Ameteur Opesatis and
at the Empire Theatre, Chelmsford, on
Tresday, when they presected Gilbert and
Sullivan’s comic operd, “ The Gondoliers ” (or

periormances are being grven this week, the
firat of which was on Tueeday; and there is to
b> a matines to-morow (Saturday).
In wentaring uwpon “ The Gomdoters,” the
' had a much bigger task before them
than’ anyedla&xddmbdymr,
when they produced ‘“HM.S Pinafore.”
Btil, it i an excellent sign when a young
organisation determines to aim at big Lgmgx;
and the membére deserve credr Im that they
have canght the spirit which should antmate
Gilbert and Sullivan From the first
the Society has set ore itsadf a high
standard, and if this weok’s performanoces are
any ornterton they have gone a long way
towards establishing themsclves mm an assured
posrtzon among successful amateur players.
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In seleciing the mst ths Executive Com-
mittee had a good deal of tred t.&lentto.d.raw

i

l

upon, and this they utilised in judicious
fashion. In a few notabie 1nstances, how-
ever, leading parts wore allotted to new-
comers to 510 Socxety’s ranka, with the
?Appiest resulta. The full cast was aa

The Duke of Piasa Toro (& Grandee of Bpadn),

Mr. Tom \

Lais (his Attendamt) . Mr. l'om Partite
e Line, ]6:1'1 o Jorre ttﬁgobﬂdge

Gudseppe, Anusnio, - Frranceaco

Mamxon, , '
Giorgio, and Annibale, Venetian Gondoliers,

Measrs. Ioonard Haywasd, QCecil Booking,

Oyril O, Last, Reg. Jaokson, Victor Bpurgeon,

Al R 3 Newer



I

comers to the Socwety's ranka with the
happiest resulta Tha full cast was as

. ———

<
-

Tho Duke of Piaza Toro (& Grandee of Bpadn),

Mxr. Tomn ,Beldany

Lais (his Attendant) . Mr. Tom Purfite
Don Albambra (the  Graoxd Inquisitor),

Mr. Jeil Bocobridge

Marco, Guodseppe, Antonio, Frencosco,

Giorgio, and Ancibade, Venstian Gandoliers,

Mesars. Leonard Haywasrd, Oeacl Booking,.

Uy‘rilBEl GLa.Bf-, Reg. Jackson, Victor Bpurgeon,

The Duchess of Plasa Toro, Miss Peggy Green

M»wa Darothy Finchaem
Gianetta, Teasa, Fiametta. Vittoria, and
Gindia, Coutadine, Mms. A. J. Booart, Mre
Doris Jaokson, Mrs. Alice Bellamy,
Clata Macks amd Mm Ralph Cats.
lpes (the King’s f{oster-mother),

: Mms. R. Q. Beer
Choras of Contadme, Goodoliara, Courtiers,
oto. —Mesdames A. B. Bacrmea, R. G. Beer, I
Cullis, Q. Ling, G. E. Perks, M. D. Smith, W.
Woodward; Misses A. K Chisnetl, DI E

Patace, Baratarm. (Three months is sup-
posed to elapse between the two acte).

The orchesica wae ocomposed as follows:—
First ‘violins, Meesars. W. Bateman, R. G

Hodges, L. B , A. K. g; second violins,
Miss Ethel K. wmey, . Y. F. Waldau;
vioka, Mmy. Price<Sinith; wiolonoello, M.

A. G. Pulochar:; .double bass, Mr. J. H.
LeFeuvre; flute, Rev. L. C. Blower; obdboe,
Mr. A. V. . Beetonn: dclarionets, Messrs,
F. Ratty and E. J. Wuright; bassoon, Mr. K.
'Newcombe: corpet, Mr. Gearge lee; trom-
bones, Messrs. W. Reed, F. Appleton, J. T.
Hazeltine: dgums, Mr. A. McOormack; prano,
Mr. lawrence Hey. t \

|

A BOTIT  THR - PLAYS
The story of the play is too well known to
need description.  Moreover, an excellent
descriptive summary, from the pen of the
hon. secretary of the Soaety, Mr., R. J.
Shoobridge, was printed in the programme.
. Miss Peggy Green, as the Duchess aof Pl

Toro, enhanced the already high
sho has acquired as an amateur actress
Noting ocould have excelled the grace an

dignity with which she pourtrayed

wkile her song, ‘‘On the day that 1 w
wodded,”’ evoked manifest appreciatian. M




and o
great dmal of work in 1t; but
the character was presented with marked
“ucoces, the love passages with Luis being
quite 4 feature of the production, exhibiting
3 combination of dainty acting and tuneful

ary y. indeed, was the seloction of
Li"m ward and Ing as Marco and
Guiseppe, padr of who are the

Gilbert and Sullivan’s operas. ' -
Mr. Tom Bellamy, who has been one of \
££gromost. mampl(:::dof %}; Society sinca ita |
ap as impecunious Duke
of Plaza Toro, who solved h.i;pecﬁnancia.l difli-
culbea??bmngﬁostedua Limited .
peny | anything, be out-Gilberted Gi
in his mnterpretation of the burlesque character
of a Spanish grandee and he handled a part
in which dignity and comicality are.so de-
lightfully blended with considerable skill. In
thn recitative and duet with the Duchess,
3mall tides and ordera,” ho was paridsularly
ood. The rols of the Grand Inquisitor gave
g(_r. Joff. S8hoobndge—who is a pillar of the
‘Bociety—a capital opportunity of displayin
his abilities. In the sombre garb and gene
Kill Joy atmos of the'part he was
ertirely ul, and he seemed to revel In
it, his pourtrayal being dmtmcﬁ% one of the
‘hits of the performance. Mr. Tom Parfitt,
as' Luiz, had not a great deal to do, but did
it well; and Mrs. R, G. Beer, also cast for a
small part, made the most of her opportunities.




- GOOD CHORUS WORK.

The chorus work was admirably dmsBmtgo
tuceful singing and graceful dancing \Ng
particularly appreciated by the audicnce. The
g‘xgma ur(uid &c‘lixm, “Danoe.:h()adxucb.&.”mm

se00n was especially good, o
gally mbboned tambourines of the ladies
adding tq the effect. The chorus of Conta-
| dine, Jith | the first ect opensa, and the
finades of both acts, elpo deserve favourahle
mentyon. i

The opera was pretiily dressed throughout,
| and the sconery and stage sprointmenta left
nothing t0 be desired. Mucgoft.hemooca
| of the production is duve to the fine orchestra,
who gave of their best, under their talented
and _ enthusiastic conductor, Mr. G. E.
Bower, ‘LLR.A.M., A.R.C.M., who, in the
post of honorary musical director, is one of
the mainstays o‘der&wtbe Sooiety;l '1}:0 play
?‘Mr. H. Ashley Cooper, m the D’Oyly
Carte Opera Company; and Mr. E G

g s
H W. , F. Jeff A. J. Jooes, C.
ngv& in, B. 8 H E. Ward, and




Olive Catt in The Gondoliers
S.
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