ANnother triumph
with 42nd Street

CWHAT o season (he Chelmsford Amateur Oporatic and
Dramatic Sociely is enjoying.

Following its uulslmulinr erformance of Mo And My
Garlin the autumn - dofin tchy Tho Andrews show of (he
year for 1997, it hns put in the strongoest of bids for {he
1998 award with s scintillnting, Hrv.zling. necount. of
ad Street,

Fhe story line on the well worn basis of showbiz chorus
el gots hor ehance to become o start overnight whoen
leading Indy bronks her log is o thin one but it SOrves s
2 basis for two and n quarter hours of stirring singing
dazzling dancing in the mMost  gorgoous  costumaos
imaginable.

More than over the succoss of 42nd Str
superb ensemble work and the way the

Aailed their performances into the I.In‘!
Ray Joffery’s production.

And as he hamsolf would be the first to acknowledgo
the tap routines of Annie Hortlor-Smith wero anothor
major ingredient in {he succoss package slickly and
oxpertly performaed.

The society's now chairman Barry Hestor in no way
allowed his new administrative dutios (o stop him
putting on a first rate erformance as leading man Billy
Lawlor, with Kim Amluruon dispensing star bitchinoss

throughout the first act as (o the
manner born and handling the Act
Two roconcilintion scene with the
chorus girl-cum-star that could have
beon so mawkish with roal artistry.

I have never seen Kevin Richards
#ive such a commanding
orformance as he did with Julian
klumh, the somoewhat rocky King of
Broadway PProducers relying on his
the musical Protty Lady (o put him
back on top, while Alison Reckott,
produced a fine blend of ingenuity
and confidence as the new star,

In smaller roles all ,)m'fm'nm(l with
cqual dazzling scintillation, all
raiso to Patrick Tucker, Margaret
burgess (hers was a performancoe of
|.0tll.|‘ relinbility) Poter Smith, Caro-
line Richards, John Sullivan and
David Smith Snr, who all excellod
themselvoes.

Finally the highost praise to musi-
cal director Androw Denyer whose
sparkling and hard hll.l.im{ necount
of the score was boautifully bal-
anced against the voices and (agnin)
to Ray fofl‘m’y for croating so strik-
ingly the roeal theatre atmospherao
with its hopes and fears, kindnessos
and cruelty. (VY ARL K SR % [

col lay in the
wrincipals dovo-
Hing mosaic of
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