It was ‘Happiest Day’
for the audience

“"THE Happiest Days of Your Life.” which = the
Chelmsford Amateur Operatic & Dramatic Doclety
. . o 2 i 7
are presenting this week at the Regent Theatre, is a
riotous romp. The company fling themselves into this
farce of English school life with gusto, and  Monday's
packed house obviously enjoyed it immensely.
Oddly cnough, the * Heads ™ of] D i
he two schools, played by Frank
Morgan and Mary Leech,” scemed
Css happy in their parts than the
upporting cast.  They were g
ittle  too - axious to guy the

haracters Pal 3 they nceded only

: ] S{ry L ~ e M
o play L-banlesae straight,

'ego‘\:gxe little h pllay_edlhtogethcr
: X ., “ly in the scenes
vhere §T  Massey. s the battleaxe-
o-end maths Mastes . wered. r~uer
waae  full use of  Ris it fo:'
comedy. Ann Massey pursued him |

relentlessly in her part of the games|
mistress, Miss Gossage. ~

She. too, tended to overplay hcx,
part at ﬁrsttl, blll)t as thc% evening |
wore on she came far more!
credible.  Her apgpearance in net-| ghei'TSf?:‘d “""hAemI'z-ll?:l
ball kit was one of the best! Yoce{ife” by John D
noments of the evening. , our
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The depressed porter, Rainbird. | This is a very goo :
was - well played by Roy Cooper, pany with Only'aaflewr;\;g
who made him completely credible, ?:}?nafgafﬁ%?y ngé%g 2:1-l Vig
sggnstt;)gehls way of Walklng across | a‘blé ape{forrr%anc%‘ £
‘ moderately interesting e

Holy terrors '

offensive Engli&kll farce,
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As the holy terrors who repre-| ;otllllci?o\?iegna bgyg’ ?C%
sent the pupils of both the schools, through the error of a
Alan Harper and Daphne Arm-| Ministry, to share its by
strong rushed on and off the stage airls’ sehool.
creating chaos wherever they went. DThe vmist'aken identi
Daphne  Armstrong showed us popuiar and so helps
schoolgirl “crush” on a mistress writing, produces a lot
which was neither nauseating nor altogether tha Society
incredible. have fewer empty seafs
Rosemary Gornall made a pretty some theatre.
English mistress, but Alec Torry, as The men of the comp:
her opposite number, was nothing better work than the wc
like sure enough of his words. outstanding contribution
William Rondel made a late, but| came from Fvank Morgar
cffective, appearance as a bluster-! master of the boys’ scho
ing father, with Joan Wilson, Ruth! on this performance Mry.
Bew and Brian Squire as the other| unusually  accomplishe
parents. actor, lacking the self-cor
Although the play appeared to be most of his kind.
slightly under-rehearsed, .some of
the actions and groupings were

His Doctor Godfrey
‘ delightful, tattered but
very effective, and the final scene of
pandemonium was excellent }
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