“‘NO NO, NANETTE"
AT CHELMSFORD

‘; REVIVAL OF AN OLD
| FAVOURITE

=

: OOKINGS for this week presentation by
. Chelmsford Amateur Operatic and Dramatic|
Society of the musical comedy, ““No, No,
\anctto ' were soO oood that financial success was

) a]nlo\t ‘1\su1ed befong t]]e ﬁ]:i nlwlwt on \](‘II(I(\\

That, I itself, is a tribute
. to the high standard \\'hwh]
. . O
|the Society has attained in the

~P:1>n. More important is the
|tact that this reputation is not
impaired by the latest venture

| " No. No. Nanette”’ is a revival
of an old favourite. It was per
‘| formed by the Society in 1935.]¢

‘\\ hile this year's production will
‘(not go down as the Society’s best
’ ef‘fnrl it is nevertheless worthyv of
quite a high place on the list of
| successes.

-( It is a bright,
entertaining” show which all who
'(see will enjoy. It would not be
[true to say that everything went aus ;

by

light-hearted and

it should do on the first night.|.
' There were several minor| ©
|blemishes. but as the week has|,
'gone by they have become fewer
-land fewer and less noticeable.

| The Society introduces several

inew-comers among the principals. 1

hey acquitted themselves very l"(t)l]‘)OldtIOll being present. At the
‘chdltabl\ close of the pmtulmmce the
: ] ) [ Mayor, introduced by the Presi-
3! Particularly does this apply |dent, appeared on the stage and

to the youthful ‘“ Nanette,”” 15-

years-old Diane Lawson.

Although her voice is somewhat
lunmature for a building the size
of the Regent Theatre, she scores
la great triumph as a captivating,
vivacious and winsome actress.
|For a person so young she pro-
Imises to be one of, the Society’s
| stars.

The singing of the principals
generally is tuneful, but not
strong, and because of this the
|orchestra sometimes comes out on
top. Fortunately in a show of this
kind strong voices are mot all-
|important, and in any case vocal
shertcomings are more than
(bilanced by other features.
| Almost without exception the act-
ing is good. The dialogue is race}
(and at the same time distinct.
none of the fun—and there 1=
plenty—is 'lost, the singing and
dancing of the chorus e
|exhilarating and there is adn
ahle support from the orchest

|
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W\ dire and chorus

)

job

n) ul lines about mer <3
wnd how fo manage them, 1y k'
her part with poise and point, and ""
in the contrasting role of the i
quietly charming wife who does 4
not want to spend her husband’s
money Lilian Hamilton strikes
just right note. As the young
man whom love _has denuded of
all sensesof ‘huthaur, s Mauricef
Carter performs well,
Rosemary Gornall, “Jung - Gisby
and Dorothy Cox, make an &ttrac
tively troublesome trio who cause
ymusing complications for fhose
Htwo - -bulwarks~—of —the tacrghes
- department, Fred 'Munnion and
Donald Leech. Both men are in|
fine form, and whenever toge

there is fun for the audience. ]
figure in many amusing scenes
and play a great part in the sue-|
cess nt the show. Domtm
Matthews, in the role of the cook,
is the })91 sonification of domestic
independence.
Monday night

Night, the Mayor
W. \ndrew ) and members of the|

Civic
A%

also

was
(Alderman

those who had
taken part, expressed thanks for|
a pleasant evening and
appealed for the fullest possible
support for the Society in its
public.

THE CAST
Pauline, cook at the Smiths’,
{ Dorothy  Matthews; Sue Smith,
| Jimmy’s wife,“ Lilian Hamilton;
Bllly Early, a lawyer, Fred Mun-
nion: Lucille, Billy’s wife, Rose
Blooman; ‘Nanette, a protegee of!
Sue, Diane Lawson; Tom llainm
Lucille’s nephew, Maurice Carter;

(Jimmy Smith, Donald Leech; bettv
dth) fosemary Gornall;
(from  Harrogate), June

Flora (from Nice), Dorothy

Winnie

Cox.
Flappers : Kathleen Amery, June
| Davies, Joyce Eccleston, Hilda Filby,

| Joyce Manfield, Jean Ringer,
Margaret Summers, Betty Wag
Married Ladies: Ann Black, Ma

lis Rowe, Patricia
yvlor, Amy Warren,

Olarke,

garet Cocker,
Smith, Norah
Peggy Welham.
Bachelori
Collicott,

"sulney
Kenneth Fox [
Tom Harper, Donald Samuel, Her-|
bert Stocﬂ Tom Taylor, Jim Wel-
ham, Richard Wood. : g
Speciality - dancers : Hilda Filby,
Sidney Collicott, Richard Wood.
The prompter is Major F. W. M.
call boys, Mrs. Leech, and
MT. F. Page; property master, |
Dorothy Catt; ladies’ perruquler,j
Mrs. Ralph Catt; centlemen’s peru-
quier, Messrs. P. H. Russell and C.
Bocking. Officials of the Society|
ineclude : President, . Mr. .J. C.
RBlooman; hon. treasurer, Mr. V. T.
F. Sacgs: hon. secretary, Mr. Vird.
hon. assistant secretary,
M. Powley.
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