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Tho Chelmsford Amateur Operatic and
ramatie Society are producing this week

Jo* well-known mausical play “The Desert
mg'f at the Regent Theatre, Chelmsford.
the first performance on Monday the
\bmpany were given an enthusiastic recep-

cpmp
tion by a full “house,” and there is little

oubt that the production will prove to be
e of the most successful that has been

ed in Chelmsford.
oo 1920 the Society, of which the Pre-
sident is the Deputy-Mayor, Councillor
fidney C. Taylor, have staged a number of
Lght operas and musical comedies” with
yarying degrees of success, -and over £700
hss been distribuuted among local chari-
fies. For a year or two prior to 1835 the
‘efforts were not as successful as they
deserved to be, and it became evident that
something should be done to place the
Sceiety on & firmer footing. Last year it
was decided to stage ‘‘No, no Manette,”” a
rather ambitious effort. New dplayers
(although not new to Chelmsford audi-
ences) were introduced, and the success
that was achieved encouraged the Society to

go one better with “The Desen.Sonf," an
production for an

<

THE CAST.

Sid-El-Kar, the Red Shadow’s lieutenant,
Frederic Bateson; Mindar, Hassi, leading
members of the Red Shadow’s band, Cyril
Bradbury, Cecil Bocking; Hadji, a Riff
‘farmer, Douglas Catt; Neri, his wife, Enid

Hey.

Pierre Birabeau, the Red Shadow and son
of Geperal Birabeau, Leonard Pease; Ben-
jamin Kidd, Society correspondent for the
Paris * Da,iiy Mail,” Fred. Munnion; Azuri,
Ali-Ben-Ali’s ~ favourite, Audrey Parrett;
Capt Paul Fontaine, Lieut. Lo Vergne, Sergt.
de Boussac, of the French Foreign L?i.w“'
Alex Ogston, Gilbert Torry, John Phillips;
Susan, Doris Rowland; Edith, Susan’s
friend, Joan Howard. .

Margot Bonvalet, guest of General Bira-

beap, Rowbotham; General Birabeau,
Governor of a French Moroccan Province,
|J. Lindsay Scott; Olementina, a Spanish
lld{ .Lilian Hamilton; Ali-Ben-All, caid of
a Riff ‘tribe, Charles Simpson:
Dsnolﬂa‘tru: Mary Barneveld, Mollie
Blyth, Clarke, Marjorie Ellis, Emily

“¢THE DESERT SONG” AT CHELMSFORD _

pleasing to notes that old favouri

still %o ular.. Among the newtce:mg:
Lecnard Pease and Audrey Parrett con-
tributed in large measure to the success
of the show. In the dual role of the
Red 8hdow_ ‘and the -pretended simple-
to. Mr. Pease  has a part which
gives him_ ample opportunity to show his
acting abilities, and, his fine singing of
several of the tuneful songs is one of the
features of the plaiy. iss Parrett, as
Azuri, the half-cast favourite of Ali-Ben-
Ali, baid of a Riff tribe, has remarxable

' 'P,pERATIC SOCIETY'S CLEVER PERFORMANEE

responsible for the dances. Theére i3 gome
excellent sci 'y, and the costumes ar
very colourfus,” A fine orchestra is unde
the direction 2! Mr. Arthur Davies, the
players being 4s follows :—

Violins, ¥¥. W. H. Bateman (leader), Mr
U, B. Oliver, Mr. J. H. Duncan, Miss B
Duncan, Mr. V. F. Waldau, Miss J. Rutty
viola, Mrs. D. Adkins; violoncello, Mr. H, M
Mann; double bass, Mr. A. Shepherd; flute
Mr. H. D. Dove; clarinet, Mr. A. Cole; ghoe

F. Ha.t; bassoon., Mr. . Chester
Mr. G. Gann, Mr. J. Thomas

2 fes

“THE DESERT SONG” %}1‘

CHEL.&SFORD.—Leonatd Pease in the ‘rolo'é't fge Bt

adow, the principal character.
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OTHER PRINCIPALS IN “THE DESERT SONG.”
Margot Bonvalet (Rose Rowbotham),

o

—Left to right:Axzun (Audrey
Ali-Ben-Ali (Charles Simpson),

Parrett), Capt. Paul Fontaine (Alec Ogsicn),
and Clementina (Lilian Hamilton),

Ethnie Holbrogke;
Ledwich, Mz
Pauline Wl_llu_xms,
- chorus_ of FrenrchI gu'll)s ?Eg
R ances baAKer, ;- 0!'9.
wi il chry‘»lel[l(_ Hilda Fewell,-Lilian
il Green. Ivy Harria,. Enid
h Howard. Joan Merriton. = Mary
Warzaret Robson, Lilian~ Smyth-
sephine Wells.
}o‘ephﬁm French lezion and mem-
} of the
he Red Shadow's band : John Bar.
« Bevinzten, Leslic Bonner, Cyril
Ernest Bryan Donglas Catt,
snt. Thomas Malcolm, Guy New-
kna’d Newton, .lohnwph:'lllna. Basil
e Torry, Arthur ard,
gr George Baker., Sidney QGregory.
Tiunton
ory concerns @ young' Frénch
Pierre Birabeau, who, chahn
0 injustice, becomes the leader o
of Riffs ana is known as the Red
His father, General Birabeau, is
i 1o exterminate the leader of the
d Piemz in order to avert. sus-
hen al hoe, zssumes the role of
on. He is iz love with  nis
M

“argol Bonvalet, and there are
!‘e‘?z“m. both amusing and dra:

Te he inally wing her.
cess. 4 283N been  introduced

b al the same. time it is

C——

lilian Hamilton,
jttoi. sSybilla
o Pearce.

‘solf-\cbnﬁd;ncé' for
Margaret:

Native-

80 young-a player and
she’is-=ertamlyone of ‘thewmostotalented
members of the cast. her dances  as a
rative.- girl .- being . very realistically

executed. é ;

Rose  Rowbotham, ne of . the old
favourites, who was absent from last year’s
production, makes a welcome re-appear-
2nce, and plays the Eart of Margot Bonva-
let with her usual charm, and Lindsay
Scott is admirahly cast as General Birabeau
her father. Most of the comedy element 1s
rovided by Fred Munnion as Benjamin

idd, & newspaper correspondent, and
Doris Rowland as Susan. neither of them
missing an opportunity to create a good
laugh.” All the other principals act ean-:
vincingly, particularly Frederick Bateson
as Sid-el-Kar, .the Red Shadow's Lieuten-
ant; Alex Ogston as Capt.
¢i the French Foreign Legion; Litian
Hamilton as Clementina, a Spanish lady,
and Charles Simpson as Ali-Ben-Ali.

The principals are well supported by the
ctorus of French girls and soldiers’ wives,

dancing girls, ‘and the fearsome-looking |

members of the Red Shadow's band, the
singing and dancing throughout beiug a
real delight,

The play is admirably staged under the

|
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Paul Fantaine, !
i

horn, Mr. V. F. Waller: trombone, Mr. A, R.
Dickerson; percussion - Mr, Charles St
Claire: piano, Mr. Lawremed  Héy Unfortn-
nately, Mr. A, Barneveld. who “was to
have been at the piano, met with an acei-
dent on Monday. and his place was taken
at the last moment by Mnr, Heoy.

Assistance was also rendered by the fo!
lowing + Hon prompter, Major F. W, M
Powley: hon. eall bov. Mr. W. J. Turner
hon. property masters, Mr, H. H. Evans
Me'. W . Hirst: nerroaniers,  Claire
Arnold, Mr. P. H. Russoll, Mr R. H. Fish
. Mr. A Ogston dosigned an atiractive cover
ar the programme

“The Desert Song™
day (Friday) and to
iiternoon and evenming,

will he repeated to-
morrow - (Saturday)
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direction of Madge Macklin, who is also .

(Photo. : Bond's P

TATwre g e o



