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f the Riff Song. , Since then the big
Hollywood productious have set new
popular standards in musicals. But
The Desert Song = stuil wears well.
and even those whose desert song was
Lilli Marlene ™ will be able to
enjov the uever-never desert which
apvears on the stage of the Regent
this weak.
he Society did " The Desert
Sonﬁ" eleven vears ayo, and this
week thev werae still able to call on
five of the puncipals from the pre
vious show, while-the aged bones of
the storv have been clothed with
some up-to-date additional dialogue.
" Have a cigarette,”’ says Benny to a
Riff, * theyre British — three and
fourpence.”’
_ The strength of this year's * Desert
Song "' 1s that all the principals can
sing well. The experienced producer.
Madge Macklin, has seen to it that
they do not just stand still and sing—
there 15 plenty " of ' business ™ to
kKeep the eye pleased as well as the
ear, and enough acting ability to
satisfy the required standards.
Leonard Pease and Dorothy Cox, as
the Red Shadow and Margot, are
expert singers who go through their
parts with real gusto and they largely
make the show. Of Mr. Pease it may
be said that he repeated his 1935
success, surely praise enough, while
Miss Cox, making her first appear-
ance with the socilety in the soprane
lead scores the success which ability
deserves. itz
On the comnedy side Fred Munnion,
long a stalwart of the Society, had
2 nice line in comic cowardice. Some
of the gags may bLe old; others were
new. and Mr. Munnion's expressive
face gave them all-full value. His
scenes with Cecil Bocking, who was
Hassi also in 1936, were rich comedy.
Audrey Parrett, another member of/
the old cast, had a flashing eve and,
'serpentine sinuosity as Azuri, queen
of the harem. Vera Stock ‘sang
'notably well as the lady of the Brass
Key, and Odette Clarke reminded us
that the Dumb Blonde is, in musical
comedy, always with us. Other
principals were Jan Frewer, a digni-
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s . velham, Douglas Catt, yllis Rowe.
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Ringer, and Cyntbia Stone. __ The chorus and dancing girls had
Asari - Girls: .Beryl ley, Selina rehearsed well. On the opening night|
Richards, Betty Lomu.la,ndn-\e!_'ta %“"i few seemed wholly happy in their!
Hukdlms (,ng'rlg;: Pl’?i%l;;srdso“%or:g work, but by uesday wreathed|
O eder. Pene saward, Betty Lomas, Smiles _teplaced the frowns of con-
Nesta Kine, Juns Puxley, Margaretcentration on their singing and danc-
Baker, Amr Warren, Peggy Wel am.'m% which was so well done in itself.
Doris West, and June Phillips. - The sets were colourful; the dresses
Men's Chorus: H. Heisterman, D. Catt. decorative but decorous; the produc:
8. Collicott, IDH{“.’P”- BJ CE?I?&%’ 3 tion—nearly three hours of tunes and
gg{érhjkﬁkj‘-émém A D ‘Evans, laughter—moved fast; and the pro-
Native Attendants: George Baker, Perties ,md“de an alarmingly loud
Maurice Humphreys, and R. H. Day:. stage pistol which resounds in the

The Orchesrra: Violins, W. H. Bate-theatre like a 25-pounder. )
man, Miss (rannon, Wray Gibson, C. Altogether it is a good evening, and
Oliver. Violx, Mrs. Adkins. 'Cello, Hig)] who support the remaining three
Mann. Bass, W. Maxwell. Flute, J.| i1l have tl tisfac-
'performances wi ave the satisfac

e e ulph. Foras. &, Claske,tion of knowing that aoy profits go

. Hinsley. Trumpets, J. as, E.fo_charity. "
genson. %ron}‘honepeﬁ Bows’rrg?mpiano. The Society, whose President is Mr.
. R Barneveld. Tympani, W.Sidney C. Taylor, has already given
Warebam. ore than &£1,000 to local charities.
D.AV.A. More than that, for over a quarter of
The leading members of the Peter-p century they have given pleasure
borough (peratic Society saw thepo thousands of lo’c_al people, and
production on Tuesday and expressed!‘ The Desert Song™ keeps up that
themselves as highly delighted. radition.




