MUSICAL PLAY AT
CHELMSFORD. |

————

“MISS HOOK OF HOLLAND.”

———

OPERATIC SOCIETY’S

PRODUCTION.

The Chelmsford Amateur Operatic and
‘Dramatic Society on Monday gave the first
of seven performances of the musical
comedy, “Miss Hook of Holland,” in the
Empire Theatre, Chelmsfond. Since the
formation of the Society in 1920 fourteen
light operas and musical comedies have
been presented, and local charities have
benefited to the extent of £670, This year's
production, which is practically the only
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l The setting of the play is in the Cheese
: Market at Arndyk, near the Zuyder Zee,
o | and the interior of a liqueur distillery at
| Amsterdam. The action cenires round Miss
e| Hook's discovery of a wonderful liqueur,|{
S| «oream of the sky,” and the various inei-|*
dents which occur following Mr. Hook’s ;
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loss of the recipe. No doubt the play owes f
its lasting popularity in large measure t0
{ the tuneful songs and choruses, the pretty
| dances, and the scope offered o the fun |
makers. Some of the quips and sallies |,
are, however, becoming somewhat time
worn, and if at all overdone—as for
instance the scene was on Monday when
| Mr. Hook was hilarious with hs own
Yiqueur—a good deal of the humour loses
it3 effect.

After a slow start in which the action
dragged a little, the opening performance
went with a pleasant swing, and at the
in the players were warmly
applauded. The outsianding feature was
tho work of the alert and lively chorus,
whose concerted movements were excel-
lent. Their singing was a real delight, and
the principals owed much to their support.

PRINCIPAL PLAYERS.

! Of the chief characters, four were taken
by the same players who pourtrayed them
when the comedy was first produced by the
Society. They were Mr. E, T. Parfiit, who
was happily cast in- the role of good-
N matured old Mr. Hook, a part which gives
am’ery opportunity for his talent; Mr, Jack |,
Ifyall, who, as Capt. Adrian Paap, made |
convincing and dignificd officer; Mr. ||
Harold White as Van Eck, the slow-witted
lazybones; and Miss Rose Rowbotham, | |
| who fully maintained her deserved popu-i
‘| larity by her charming acting and singing
ir the iitle role.

. Mr. Cecil Bockine another cld favourite,
\lave one of the best individual perform-
noes a5 Simon Slinks, the rasezl leader of
set of disreputable looking loafers; while
. Dack scored a success as the Band-
aster, though it is a pity his voico is not
ronger. The otber& yers who did well |’

! peluded Mr, Arthur rrington as the dis.
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iceman ; '

L Hooks;

v
=
3
B
g
:

-

B -

air sex; Tom Jarvis as the old

ilian Hamilton as maid to
and the other female players.

The singing and most of the dialogue
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