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The Chelmsford Amateur Operatic and
Jramatic Society are presenting this week
he popular opera, ‘‘ Tom Jones’ at the
{mpire Theatre, Chelmeford. 8ince its
ormation 1n the autumn of 1820, twelve
roductions — six of them Gilbert and
jullivan operas—have been undertaxzn by
he Society, and £670 has been distributed
0 various local charities.

The performance of ‘‘ Tom Jones ” hardly
eaches the standard of some of the Society’s
nost successful productions, but it 1is
1p to the average, and provides an enjoy-
ible entertainment. The opera, which 1s
rased on Henry Fielding’s classic novel,
1a8 3 stronger plot than many light
)}g)era.s, contains plenty of humour, and
he story is adorned with the beauty of
Edward German’s music.

THE STORY.

Tom Jones, a supposed foundling, who
has been a.do?ted by Squire Allworthy, of
Somerset, falls in love with Sophia,

of the mneighbouring 8Squire
Western, but the latter, desiring a match
between Sophia and Blifii, Allworthy’s

song, “On a January morning 1n Zummer.

zetshire,” at the o
also very well dq:mla:.amng of the opera was

lc,é{a.{ E.d"[. Parfitt, always
audiences, gave 2 i )
ance in the title rsle, angogifthegﬁggﬁkﬁ
botham as Sophia, contributed largely to
the success of the production. Miss éow-
bothamn was as charming in her singing as
in her acting, and her rendering of the
well-known Waltz Song was particularly
plrasing. Mrs. Tilian Hamilton, as
Honour, Sophia’s maid, took her part with
admirable vivacity and coyness, and her
singing, too, wus a delight.” The rendering
of “ Wisdom says ‘ Festina Lente, ® " by
these three—Sophia, Honour and Tom—
was one of the best numbers of the evening,

INITIAL SUCCESS.

Miss Dorothy Davis, a newcomer to the
cast, scored a success as the rather brazen
Lady Rellaston, and her making love to
Tom at the inn was an excellent piece of
acting. Mr. Jack Hawkes was a cﬁgniﬂed
Mr. Allworthy, and Mr. Kenneth Wood-
house a melosiramatic Blifil; while Mr‘
Tom Jarvis caused great amusement as
Benjamin  Paritridge, the loguacious
village barber. The boisterous hostess of
the inn was admirably pourtrayed by M.lsa“
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Parfitt), S?hia (Miss Rose
an:

Honour (Miss



| nephew, casts her off, Tom suffering a] Peggy Green, and the other members of\
similar penalty at the hands of Allworthy. | the cas

t gave good support to the perform- |
In the second act complications arise| ance.

through the presence of Squire Western, The dresses and scenery did much to
his daughter, Tom, and Lady Bellaston, a | increase the effectiveness of the produc-
kKinswoman of Sophia’s, at an inn at Upton, | tion; and an excellent orchestra, under the
on the road to London. Western is detained
with the gout; Sophia through an injury
to her horse and each is at first unaware
of the others presence at the hostelry.
Tom, who has resgued Lady Bpua.ston
from highwaymen, takes her to ‘the int,
where he yields momentarily to her
- advances. Sophia discovers t.hem and,
: brokaen-heaxbe& :resumes her journey to

ana.‘l act the mo is  changed to
; Gardens, Lonrdon, an ultra-
b fas onable resort of ‘the period, where tho
e | principals of the story are again brought

together. Tom is proved to be the legiti-
mate nephew of Allworthy and the elder
brather of Blifil; Sgnire Western is recon-
“ciled to his daughter, and gives his consent
to her marriage with Tom; and so every-
thmg ends happily.

THYE CAST.

Tom Jcmes (a Fomdlmg) — .. E T Parftt
My Allworthy (a. Somersetshire Magis

ELS] (his nephow) Kermeth Woolhonos
ne B ouse
Benjamin Pariridge (a Village Barber),
Squire Western . (“ fine Old T%m {fsgw
3 (“a ng
Gentleman 7’ Cecil Bocking
TY. Grizale Dobbu:. “(nis Servants),
' arice Plnl.hpe, G:uy Mewcombe, Regi-

nald Towers
An Omoer s ssasaniss asnsemmrines os Alick Ogston
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PRBEABOV: . ooy & et e s St o Dougla.s Catit

Tol" ]Eahmprdg’ B s ALl Arth a"léamoognoﬁ ™
. m - WwWa, i ermbaseepads ur rrin
¢ Honour (Maid 10 so - Lilian Hamiiton | The Hostess of the Inn UPton ¢
V| Miss W estern’s Sister), Peggy Green) and the Officer (-Mr :
‘ Etta, Alden Ogston).
4 I‘dy Belllaston (& I,;ady of 5ua..l.1t.v)
£ orothy PDavis

ttn-oft.. and

A V. Bus'hel.l' comprise‘

Ho f .the P : -
Beﬁ' of . me eggy Green | haton of Mr-

following : — i

il Boﬁte‘Lum( of Sophia), Muriel o
-Turner, Ve Smith, velyn Lummis Violins, Mr. V. Giddy, Mr. J. >

T Smam (Serving !(a,;d a2t Upton), Mr. W. J. Hobrow Mr. G. .gdelxi-' h ;

f ; Jessie Hutton | Ponsford, Mr. V. F. Waldau, Mrs.” D_

- Betby a.;nd Pegey (Wutmg Maids), May viola, Miss J. A. Wallinger; VlOlonce )

. Mann and Emily Everett, H. Pitwood; double bass, Mr. W. :

| | Sophia (Squire ‘Western’s Daughwr flute, Mr. A. Lacey;. clarinet,

grrare g TP B

Chorus—Ladies: D. Bocking, C. Byfor ¢ N
.| H. Fewell. E. M. Hey P. Holl, s, | gornet, Mr E.A.

D. James,
B M. ?hinips. " Robson, N.  Towers. Dickereon,
Blaoghn C

Gen.t}em.un Y By Bra.dbury. A, | Plamo, Mr.
Caseley, D. Oa.tt A.. Oa.rrm n, E. C B.ogers.

| L. Thorogaod. W. W £

Tbere ‘was a- good a.ttenda.nce at the open-

mfe ance on  Monday, and. the t:;ehggnera; oﬂ{gat?er d
a.ud: were not slow to express their | hon . ca.LP , an
a.ppraamt:pn of the efforts of the company, The opera b Dabn
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" One ut.stand.u; successes was Mr. | be a' matinee to-
%fo:fﬁ:; 'S rg Te 4 tion of the bluff The arrangs
%me Wg 'l?u jrritable moments | have been o;

ed wvery effectively, and | Cotnmitteo,
? oara.noe :l%h a rieavﬂy-ba.néage ‘chairman ; :
1} 80 ‘9 foat at ‘t'h;i.n’gngf that dehgglt:
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