"“THE TOREADOR” AT
CHELMSFORD.
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. The Chelmsiord Amateur Operatic Socicty

" T PIIE ORARACTERS.

are this week presenting the musical | The characters are sustamod as follows : — :
{comedy, “The Toreador,” at the Regent [ Carajolo (a ‘Tarcador) srensese ... B. J. Myall|
: Sammy Gige (a “tiger”) ...... A wlker

‘Theatre. Commencing on Monday there
éwi.ll be altogether six evening perform-
jances, and a matinee to-morrow (Saturday)
tafternoon. This is the Society's seventh
‘pmduction during its career, which com-
\mnenced in 1920. The first four were con-
ifined to Gilbert and Sullivan Operas. In
11825 the members produced *Miss Hook of
olland,” and last year a delightful musi-
I comedy in *‘The Countryv Girl” was
A play of a similar character, with,
wever, the setting of the Riviera and a
D 1n Spain, was decifled upon for this !
n, and once more the SociePhmay be
atulated unot only on sustaining  its |
e A Tt e . e
tation as a party of ented pla_vers.i
In giving pleasure to local playgoers.
| t.&eo_ver the Society’s work has a benevo-
; side. Already the sum of £460 has
distributed to various local charities
‘the result of past performances. In ad-
ion, a reserve fund has been built up,
in the event of the Society being dis-
is reserve would be devoted to

ABOUT THE PLAY.

% The scene of “The Toreador” is placed at
{ Biarritz where Carajolo, the famous Torea-
'dor. is to marry Mrs. Amelia Hoppings, a
{I7ich English widow. He has formerly had
| a flirtation with Terega, a Spanish beauty,
| who is on her way to persuade him to take
| command of a Carlist rising, but Carajolo

intends to cross to Spain with his bride

before Teresa's arrival. He is annoyed by

thy presence of Pettifer, also an aspirant
for the hand of Mrs. Hoppings. Pettifer, a
i\ dealer in wild animals, has advertised for a

| \ . :
| man-ea ting tiger.

'|_\They all meet in Susan's flower shop and
I also tome Dora Selby _and Mrs.
| “Hopping's niece, Nuncy Staunton, who has
“recently been saved from an hotel fire in

| [Dresden by an unknown strauger with
‘ghoxn she has falien in love. Dora is Lo

juneet- Augustus Traill, the son of her guar-

money she induces Nancy to pose as
¢' husband. While the latter is thus dis
g , the unknown rescuer arrives in the
erson of Sir Archibald Slackitt, followed
by Gus. Then appears on the scenc Samuy
g, & “'uiger,” as a groom is somectimes
oquially called. Teresa makes mischief
v Carajolo and the widow, so the
W e g is cancelled. The Toreador refus-
ing to accompany Teresa to Spain, she in-
ces Sammy to impersonate him.

diag, but unagining that he has designs on |

The second act introduces the audience to '

N i
sir Archibald Srackity (Lieut. Welsh Guards)
L. Haywurd

Augustus Mmadll (of the Brutish Oonsulate
of Villaya) .....cocoevveniieanne.do C. Blooman |
Pettifer (w dealer in wild ammadas) |
C. L. Booking

Governor of Vi¥laya ......ceeoovenee. J. Nokea
Rimaldo (a Carhst) ............ V. C. Srurgeon |
Maureno (Carmjolo’'s friend) ...... H. E. Whito,
Bandmastor ......... cicceeiieenen. H. Tomaliny
Mr. Probitt (i salicitar) ........B, k. Howes;
g T T THN T | ) A. M. Wuller

Mmrs. Malton Humr."mga (n mch widow)

P,

Dora Selby (a ward in Chancery) ) |

M. F. Spalding |

Nuncy Stannton (friend of Dora) ... B. Baker,
Suwsan (prodrietress of the Magazin des

Fleurs, Grand Hotel, Biwrritz) D. B. Bocking

Cora Bellamy (prmacipal bridesmaid) O. OCatt

Dona Teresa ........... .C. G. Markg

Lo, BeH® BOYeN0 <. ..csiconuoeissntamisises L. Hoburt,

Ethel Marshall ....cooccevivvvvveens.. 00 B, Pedley

Green |

Iadies of the - E. Dowhill, K,
| Bowtull, R. O. Cann U. M, Capmon, V.}

Canmnon, A. Ko Chignell,_D. Davis, N. Doole,
! R. Gannon, G. Hagger, D, I. Mann, B. Mua-

[shall, E. 8. Myall M. Norrington, k. M.
Phillipse D, G. Reed, L. M. Redgwell, D.|
Stannard, M. Turner, K, Young.

| Geantlemen of the Ohorus: (. Barlow, N,/

| Bailey, F. Bearman, J. Bundock, R. Catts J.
| Cowan, H. C. Duck, C. Firman, ¥. O. Gouzett, .

A J. Hobart J. W. Hawkes, ¥. Hinar, J. [.
Phillips, J. M. Pmidps, A W. Ward, H. G,
Willis. B {

Stage Band : C. B. O. Jones, b. Juyoe, 1.

Orrm, F. O. Pluck, V. Tucker.

Act T.: Intocior of Siwan's flower shop.
Biarritz. Aot 11.: Muarketsquare, Villayu.

e orchestra i composed of the follow- |
ing : Frret vichus, Mr. Maitland de  Lacy,
leader, Mr. O. B. Ohver, Mr. G. Ryder;
second violns, Mr. V. Waldaa. Mr. S0 1,
Ulark; vioks, Mrs. C. Privo Smith: violoncello,
Mr. (nstagnabo; double baes, Mr, W. L.
Barclay; flute, Mr. G, Morley. oboe, Mr, A.
V. W. Beoton; dlarinets, Mr. K. Wruzsht, M,
B. Perkins; bassoon, ir. K. Newcombe
cornets, Mr. 5. lhanchy, Mr. Mason: trom-
bones, Mr. T. Appletou, Mr. F. 4\n{\.l|-tou.h
horn, Mr. R. Spenoor; drums, Mr. A, McOor-
wiek; piano, M. lawrence Hey.

IMPRESSIONS OF THE
PERFORMANCE.

i The play is under the direction of Miss|
{ Madge Macktin, who is once again actThyg
. as producer and stage manager, with Mr. C,
. Kennett Dryden as musical director. *The
Toreador’ makes a great appeal by reason
' of the brilliance of tho costumes worn by
I the ‘\layer:e, especially in the second aect,
which is set in a Spanish town. The rusic

| o1 the possibilities of expl
| from the point of view

!
|
\
]

1 the part

4, rach widow who hopes

otimg a4 s1tuation
of comic opera. In

' theso respocts Mr. Walker adequately “fills
the bill,” and iz a dstinet favourite with
' audietce. The  part of ll:tif-lllll'\"‘;.-“l'f

whose diguity and aplomb ai only equal

led by the felicity of his aunorous
with the rich widow and his Spanish
lover. Teresa. He scores 1 distinet hit with
the “Torcador's™ song, and altogether does
full justice. Mr. Leonard !l.n\
ward i< happily cast in the part of
Archibald Slackitt, the Guardsman with .u'.
! Oxford manner, noi (o mention i mnnm-.'v.
ire very  popular,

=n

[ 1is musical  numbers

especially  “Everybody's ‘u\\’x“ully goud (o
(e, and  the duet “The Bast and  the
| West,” which he shares with Gigg, is 4
lf(:ut,urc of the play. Mr. J. C. Blooman.

' who makes his initial appearance in a prin-,
‘ot

al part, grves a ploasmg interpretation
FA\FgusLui‘ Traill, and thero are indica-
{:ons of his ability to sustain an even moroe
pretentious role on some future occasion.
As Pottifer, the dealer in wild animals, Mr.
Cyril Bocking enhances his reputation as a |
clever amateur actor. His stage presenco |
is excellent, and he sings and dances as if
he did nothing else in his life.  Mr. .
Nokes capitally pourtrays the fussy, scl!-?
irportant little governor of Villaya, and
Mr. V. C. Spurgeon as a Carlist is villain-
ous enough In appearanco and manner to
satisfy the most convinced htmu'chlxt.. |

Cordial applanse greets the appearance on
tho stage of Miss Peggy (reen, who has'
many previous sucoesses to her credit, As
to ‘“hook’” the
Spanish grandee but evontually ocons=oles
herself with Pettifer she radiates oxactly the
atmosphere that the part demands, and is)
ulways on good terms with her audience. |
Indeed omo foels that a  Chelmsford
production without Miss Grmen would be!
incomplete. Another lady who adds to har;
laurcls as the result of appearing in “The |
T'oreador’ 1s Mrs. A. J, Hobart. The part
might have been written for her, so daintily
does she impersonate Ta Bélle Bolero. Hor"

charming voico is heard to advantagoe in the |

ool

song during the second act, “My Toreador,™ |

O

which is unquestionably  onc of the mast!
attraotive numbars in tho play. Mrs, W. R. |
Catt, as Cora Bellamny, the chiof brides- |

maid, is the leader of o galaxy of feminine |
charm and beauty whose pretty dresses and |
graceful damdng are quite a feature of the
P]uy_ Sho has a  duet with Pettafer,
‘Captivating Cora,” and a song with the
bridesmaids, *“ Keep off tho erass.” that are !
both obviously favourites with the audience.
The part of Dora Selby is capably handled
by Miss M. F. Spalding, who was so0 succoss-
ful as Madame .Q:nhiv in  “The Country
Girl” last yoar. Sho and her friend Naney
Staunton (Miss B, Baker) have quite a lot
to do, and they add considerubly to the

humour of tho play,  particularly  when
Nancy—most unwillingly, bo it said—agreas
lo mnpersonuto  Dara’s  husband. Tho

situations which arise out of this cscapade
are deolightfully presented and marit  the
hearty applauso aocarded. The song by
Nancy, “The language of flowers,” with its
accompanylug actions, is very woll dono.
Mrs. Ceotl (ing scores a success in her
1mpersomation of the praprictress of  the |
flower ghop, sand does not fail to give

| is pleasing, particularly the choruses, and
the vein of humour running through the
piece captivates the audience from start to
finish.

For the most part the principals are
ruembers of the Society who have already

 delighted  with  his me;i' tion,

. is horrified at the idea of fighting
e arena and also of leading the
on.

troubles are at an end. In the

7 o : s : shown their abilities 1n previous produd-
1 ‘,_‘g&mm town of Villays, where ;0. Thare was one notable exceptiow,
l t ernor and populace are wub..s- vover~Thiz Botnz by acci
3 to  welcome Carajolo. Sammy- doyo er, this I ceing by accident and not by

- esign. Mr. E. T. Parfitt had been caet for

|

Arrayed in the resplendent
s of a matador, he is waiting with the
e of despair for his contest in the

, when Carajolo arrives and his
meantizne
ora and Nancy, as Mr. and Mrs. Robinson,
o at Villaya with Archie and Gus, who
jually discover Nancy's identily, and
matters to, their own satisfaction.
: ings is content to accept Pettifer

the part of Samumy Gigg, a “tiger’—which
(it may here be explained denotes a man
servant who accompanied a dog cart in the
days before motor cars were 1n vogue, and
not the wild beast of the jungle. Owing
to unforescen circunistances thns chargcter!
was played by Mr. A, J. Walker, of the
Midland Bank Operatic Society. That Mr.
Walker was perfectly at home with the part
was pbvious to the audience on the opening’
ndght, and considering that he only had
one rehearsal with the remainder of the cast
he is playing the role remarkably well. The
part of Swmmy Gigg, who comes on to the
stage #s a manservant and ends up by im-
‘ipersonating a Toreador, demands a fund of |

Sa.um?~ omy, an old flane of hers, tho ‘‘rough
s6ido ‘of her tongue’ when she - finds ™ himl
yielding ta tho seductive charms of Dona
Perosa. The lattor character 1s taken by
Miss C. G. Marks, a olover actress, who has
& good deal to do in the course of the play’
and does 1t with a manifest approciation of |
!m'w a ludy of Spain should comport horselt. |
T'ho chorus work is excellont, his depart-
ment has always been a jrominenut feature |
of the Society’s production, and  tho
roputation  hitherto  gained s upheld. |
Possibly ““The Teareedor’” has not o many
popular charuses—in the sense that they are
not so familiar to tho averago playgoer—as |
some cthar of tho Socicty's productions. But
thore are J)lom.y of tuneful incidental
numbers, and the chorus do them Justice, *

1,

The grand chorus and march toward: the end {

of the play, “Here the

e ¥ come in ghtte
glory,

s particularly well performed.
= M. Powley acts as hon,’
prompter, Mr. E. G. Brows as hon. call
boy, and Mr. W, J. Beeton as hen. property |
master. Mr. Lawrence Hey 1s hon, accom-
panist and chorus master, and Mr. B, i

Howes is hon. secretary of the Society,

ring

(08
|

seenes !
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In the quartette during the first act.—Left to right: Archie (Mr. L. Hayward); Nancy .
! (Miss D. Baker). Dora (Miss M. F. Spalding) Gus (Mr.] C Blooman) _ |
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OF THE
PRINCIPALS, 1 ot
L to right: Pettifer (Mr. C. L. Bocking); Carajolo (Mr. B. J. Myall): Mrs. Hoppings (Miss Peggy Green): Dona Teresa (Miss

O 0N Maslea)




