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Before we put ‘Virginiy’
on the stage

W of the 6,000
people who clapped,
‘ encored,’ and
cheered the seven

ormances of * Yir
ginia * by the Chelmsford
c Society at the
Regent Theatre last week
could have realised exactly
all that goes into the pro-
duction of their yearly
feast of musical entertain~
ment.

It all started nearly
twelve months ago, when
the committee of the
Society, whose job it is to
decide these things, chose
‘Virginia.” Some members
‘objected, because, they
gaid, the show was
* doted,”” but at an
extraordinary general
mecting the vote was
¢ earry on.’

With that minor crisis
over, everyone threw
themselves into the job of
making the show a suc-
cess, The first auditions
were held and the prin-
cipal parts were pro-
visionally allotted by the
Casting Committee,

It was obvious from the
start that June Gisby was
s ‘ natural ' for the name
part--Virginia. Her face,
voice, figure, and above,
all, personality, suited
her to the part admirably.
Fred  Munnion — the
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original Funnion — found
Nionijohn, the  part
opposite June, just suited
to his talent for clowning.
Other parts fell into line
85 the musical rehearsals,
which took place before
Christruas, went on.

Mr. Herbert Dykes, the
musical director, with
whom ‘ Virignia * was an
old favourite, took charge,
and in the tiny hall of St,
Anne's 8chool the chorus
and principals laboriously
but enthusiastically learn-
:‘d their numbers until

1ey went to bed i
ool dreaming

From hig experience
Mr. Dykes )
VN bz 'h‘wns able to
anticipate the desires of
the' Erofenional producer,
which eliminated a great
deal of awkwardness Jater,

By Christroas the sing-
ing numbers were
thoroughly learned — sit-
ting down, But then Miss
Mavis Ward, the profes.

show and
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JUNE GISBY .... The cast gave her a puppy.

sional producer, took over,
Miss Ward, who runs her
own ballet school and
operatic =~ company in
Brighton, was also pro-
ducing two other shows at
the same time, No
wonder if she sometimes
looked tired.

Once a week ab first,
then twice a week, and
the cast went down to the

alone, with hardworking

accompanist and assistant fu

musical director, George
Horry, soon put that right,
" Then Miss Ward could

- will enjoy, Rightly, in'a

were introduced. A couple
of snap rehearsals, musical

settle down to introducing
her own touches to the
show. The dialogue and
the music are written
down for all to learn cor-
rectly, Itis up to the
producer to translate them
into forms the audience

musical comedy, Miss
Ward concentrated on the -
dancing and singing num-
bm . b 9 H

rehearsal, even the cast,
knowing each number
almost backwargds, ‘ stop-
ped the show ' for a full

minute with their
applause,
ETWEEN rehears-
als  the duncing
L’]bl'lu 5 il]l'l ,x(”“q.
pals practised in
their own time, bringing
their own parts up to per-
fection. On the whole,
everyone worked well with
one another, and very
few 1(‘!11[)«'1‘:11111‘111lll in-
cidents "’ took place.

All the same, time
seemed to move further
than progress. Soon the
committee members,

working even further ‘“‘be-
hind the scenes,”” had
measured everyone for the
costumes, organised the
photographs, were nearly
ready - with the pro-
grammes; someone even
found “time to organise a
trip for the Society to see
a London show — just to

gee ‘‘ how it should be
d\ne."

Then it was the final
hectic week before the

show. Costumes appeared,
packed in great hampers
~—skips tocthe initiated—
in time for the dress re-
hearsal.  Only when they
were .unpacked was it
realised that another ham-
per, of equal size, had
gone, by courtesy of
British  Railways, to
Luton! = Dress rehearsal
lasted from 1.80 p.m. to
half-past ten. Everyone,
tired and  depressed,
prc;?hosied a flop.

et, after all, the crowd
liked it. ‘' Virginia '’ was
a guccess. June Gisby
scored a personal triumph,
Freddie Munnion ‘‘brought
down the house.”” The
‘dancing girls were cheered,
and the chorus numbers

~ were ‘* encored.”
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The riotous party org’
ised by the tired cast
the last show, to " 1ov
off '’ the whole thing. -

And finally, the v
which "unassuming ¥
Gisby received at 1
fifteen bouquets, half
dozen presents, aV
look on hep face whet’

- Parties from all over the saw the litil: p“PP!lPt'

country, including Black- sented to ket by
bm _M‘,PQ )Orol s ek, o, . .

to se i o For, you see, one of |

 of the success

entfi?m" ol

f its pe |

g 2

n | )

e l”!h;‘lt.lu

a show It is only what

"

- put into It that you,

udience, can receive f

. 7



